
Methuen?s 26th annual 
Festival of Trees took place from 
November 22nd through 
December 7th, at 13 Branch 
Street in Methuen. The festival 
was founded by Sharon Pollard 
and is maintained by a board of 
directors. 

The festival was filled 
with many beautiful Christmas 
trees, decorated by different 
companies, families, schools, and 
organizations in and around 
Methuen. Trees, from big to 
small, were all available for any 
Methuen citizens to win through 
a raffle. 

Each year, clubs and 
volunteers all around Methuen, 
such as MHS? own National 
Honor Society, help keep the 
Festival of Trees running. Raffles 
for Christmas trees are not the 
only thing at the event. The 
festival has different gift shops, 
with more Christmas gifts for 
people to buy for their friends 
and family. Additionally, the 

festival provides a cafe for 
anyone attending the event to sit 
down and enjoy foods like pizza 
and chips, cookies, cheesecake 

and more for dessert. The festival 
also provides small events during 
opening hours, such as a 
scavenger hunt for kids, and a 
visit from Santa Claus. 

Looking past the beautiful 
trees, the glittering lights, and the 
fun games and events the festival 
offers, it is the proceeds from the 
raffle tickets, games, cafe food 
and more that really matter, as 
they provide funding to help 
preserve historic monuments and 
buildings. These monuments 
make Methuen, and other 
communities of the Merrimack 
Valley, unique in their own way. 
Places like the ?Winnikenni 
Castle? in Haverhill and the 
?Salem Train Depot?, and 
buildings such as the ?Salisbury 
Parsonage? and the ?Rolling 
Ridge? in Andover, are 
maintained as historic places in 
the Merrimack Valley, due to the 
money raised from the festival 
each year. 

The Festival of Trees is 

not only an event that is fun for 
family and friends, but is also an 
opportunity to help aid the 
historical monuments and 
buildings all around the 

Merrimack Valley. If you missed 
out on the festival this year, 
consider joining next year to take 
part in preserving history! 

Turn to page 6 for more pictures
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Trees of all shapes, designs, and sizes were on display at the 2019 
Methuen Festival of Trees. 
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Methuen Welcomes a 
New Mayor

By Allison Kelly

Methuen's New 
Mayor: Neil Perry 

College 
Applications

Winter Fashion 
Trends

Festival of Trees Brightens Methuen

What motivates someone to run for mayor? 
Some people run for mayor because they want to 
change the city. Others have political views they are 
proud of. 

Meet Neil Perry, the new mayor elect for 
Methuen, Massachusetts. When asked why he 
wanted to run for mayor, he said, ? I wanted to run 
for mayor because I love this city.? 

A graduate of Central Catholic, Mr. Perry 
furthered his education by attending UMass Lowell. 
He received a bachelors in  Elementary Education 

and Spanish.  He then worked as a bilingual school 
teacher for grades three, four and five in Methuen.

Mr. Perry moved on to work at Raytheon, 
where he stayed for over 38 years.  He dealt with 
managing people from all around the world, dealing 
with large budgets and helped settle multi-million 
dollar contracts.

Continued On Page  4....
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Once again, the Best 

Buddies chapter held its annual 
Thanksgiving Feast in the 
Methuen High School cafeteria; 

and per tradition, the event was 
nothing short of exciting.

 Taking place this year on 
Wednesday, November 20th, all 

students and families involved 
in the club  were invited to feast 
on a variety of 
Thanksgiving-style entrées and 

desserts. Members of the 
Methuen High School 
administration were also   

encouraged to attend. 

As the invitees arrived that 
night, they admired rows of 
tables dressed in cartoon-print 

tablecloths and the setup of 
board and party games 
throughout the cafeteria. 

While they waited, club 

members began organizing the 
full table?s worth of 
Thanksgiving fixings, some of 

which included fettuccine 
alfredo, pasta with marinara and 
meatballs, breaded chicken 
tenders, house salad, Syrian 

bread, and select other pastas.

 For dessert, a second table 
showcased many styles of apple 
pies ?  there were around ten to 

twelve of them, ?  and boxes of 
apple cider donuts. Most of the 

food served at the event was 
graciously donated by Bada 
Bing Pizza, and donations were 

also provided by Mann 
Orchards and Methuen Sons of 
Italy. At the dinner, families and 
students were served by the 

Best Buddies Student Officers, 
and many compliments were 
voiced regarding the quality and 
variety of the food. 

Following the dinner, 
students and their Buddies 
dispersed to one of several 

game tables where there were 
boxes of board games waiting to 
be opened. This was something 
new to the event this year ?  a 

source of entertainment 
previously absent from the 

Thanksgiving Feast in years 
before. At the tables, some of 
the games on display included 

Chutes and Ladders, 
Mega-sized Jenga, Battleship, 
and Sorry. Additional games 
included table tennis and pin 

bowling. This new attraction at 
the event was largely 
successful, and the game 
playing elicited many smiles 

from both students and Buddies. 

For the duration of the 
event, guests and families 

intermingled, sharing many 
laughs and memories with one 
another. Many students were 
seen engaging with their 

Buddies, and attending 
members of Methuen High 

School administration, such as 
Special Education Coordinator 
Mr. Geary, were observed 

making their rounds and 
greeting families. Throughout 
the night, students were given 
the opportunity to meet the 

families of their newest friends 
and become involved in 
meaningful conversations. 

The event was truly 

representative of the sense of 
community and togetherness 
that Best Buddies as an 

organization aims to provide for 
its members 

Courtesy of Sarah Carter 

Pictured above are Tommy Fitzgerald. Brian Zracket,  and Nick Avellani with one of the most cheerful Buddies in 
the club, Justin.

Families and Students Indulge at the  
Best Buddies Thanksgiving Feast
by Sarah Carter
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By Johnna Padvaiskas

Lights, camera, action! 

Methuen High School?s 
Theater, also known as Stage 
Door 22, put on a production of 
Little Women for their winter 
play. The play is based on the 
classic novel by Louisa  May 
Alcott, and has had several movie 
adaptations, with the most recent 
relseased this past Christmas, 
starring Emma Watson and Meryl 
Streep. 

Mrs. Walsh, who has been 
with Methuen High for five 
years, and a theater director for 
20, gave a summary of the play.  

?It is the play of four 
sisters and their mother surviving 
through  the civil war in the 
North. It?s about the love of 
family and especially  the love of 
sisterly bond. It?s really a 
coming-of-age story for all  these 
women,? said Mrs. Walsh. 

Now a play doesn?t just 
get picked at random. ?I knew the 
movie was  coming out, and we 
thought we might get some hype 
on that. We usually  try to choose 
some kind of traditional play? not 
always crazy [or]  fantastic, 
because we also as an educational 
institution should be  teaching 
some of the classics,? explained 
Mrs. Walsh. 

The main characters in 
the play are the four sisters Amy, 
Beth, Meg,  and Jo, their mother 
Marmee, or Mrs. March, and 
Laurie the wealthy  neighbor, 
who is a love interest for Jo. 

Natalie Harkins, a 
sophomore who plays Jo, has 
many memories from Stage Door 
22?s last winter performance of 
Alice in Wonderland. ?I met most 
of my high school friends in 
here,? she told me.  

When I asked her about 
how rehearsals were, Harkins 
explained that  Stage Door 22 is 
one big family. ?At rehearsals we 
try to be serious, so  we goof off 
because we?re a family but we 
always get it back together.  It 
helps you de-stress after a long 
day.? 

?I?m nervous for the play 
but I am excited to do it as well. 
I?m  scared, but I think we?re 
going to put it together and it?ll 
be great,?  exclaimed Harkins. 

Mrs. Walsh explained 
more in detail what happens at a 
rehearsal. ?A  director will work 
with their cast on a bunch of 
different things. So  character 
development is a big thing, and 
especially with this show  we?re 
creating characters from the 
1860s North. So we?ll do a lot of  
character work, a lot of 
articulation work, a lot of voice 
work before  we even get into 
what?s called blocking. Blocking 
is when actors learn  where to go 
on stage. A typical rehearsal 
would entail ?today were going  
to do scenes two, three, and four, 
in act two? so everybody who?s in  
the scenes have to come to 
rehearsal.?  

For Little Women, 
rehearsals were only two days per  
week, but Mrs. Walsh said when 
the musical date approached  
rehearsals increased to four days. 

Little Women also had a 
different look with settings than 
previous plays. 

?We ha[d] three levels. 
We ha[d] the main level, then we 
ha[d] Beth?s  bedroom, and then 
the attic [was] a little higher. We 
don?t usually do  levels because 
we build it ourselves, but we 
wanted to challenge  ourselves 
and we thought that we needed it 
to really set different  locations 
because it?s crucial for the story 
line. We did it once with Beauty 

and the Beast but we had some 
help then. This [was] the first 
time we?ve done it really on  our 
own,? said Mrs. Walsh. The crew 
also built their own set of stairs  
for this play. 

To make sure the play ran 
smoothly there were five 
different groups,  or disciplines: 
crew chief, costume crew chief, 
front office, lighting,  and 
publicity. The director directs the 
show, and the producers pulls  all 
the other pieces of production 
together. Mrs. Walsh was the 
producer  for this production 
while Mandi Clifford, who used 
to go to MHS and is now a 
student at Salem State, came 
back to direct.   

?I think the play is going 
really well. We don?t usually get 
big  crowds so our goal is to get 
as many people as possible. The 
kids have  learned a lot about 
history as well as gotten better at 

acting, input,  and getting sets 
together which really is the goal, 
? said Mrs. Walsh. 

Mrs. Walsh and Stage 
Door 22 is also getting ready for 
the spring musical, Into the 
Woods.  

?A lot of these kids did 
Into the Woods when they were 
in  middle school. It?s nice when 
you can do a show that the kids 
kind of  know, but now we can 
do a more mature version of it. 
Into the Woods is one of the most 
famous broadway plays that has 
ever been done. The  music is 
complex so I like the challenge 
of that for the kids. It has a  lot of 
cool solo parts,? explained Mrs. 
Walsh when I asked her why she  
picked Into The Woods for the 
school musical. 

Auditions for Into The 
Woods were held on January 6th  
and 7th. 
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A major motion picture version of Little Women was released in 
theaters this past December. 

On 
October 27th, Islamic 

State Leader Abu Bakr 
al-Baghdadi detonated a 
suicide vest during the 
Barisha raid, which was 
conducted by the United 
States Delta Force, killing 
himself and three children 
who were reportedly his own.

According to 
AlJazeera News,  Abu Bakr 
al-Baghdadi was born on July 
28th, 1971 in Iraq. The term 
al-Baghdadi was given to him 

as a nickname, since he is 
from Baghdad, the capital of 
Iraq; his full name is Ibrahim 
Awad Ibrahim al-Badri. He 
served terrorism from 2003 
until 2019; serving the 
Islamic State of Iraq and 
Levant from April 7th of 
2013 until his death on 
October 27th of 2019. 

Al-Baghdadi was 
identified by the United 
States Department of State?s 
Rewards for Justice Program 
as a senior leader of ISIS, 
which is a terrorist 

organization as identified by 
the United Nations as well as 
by the European Union. He is 
responsible for the deaths of 
thousands of civilians in the 
Middle East, which includes 
the genocide of Yazidis and 
extensive sexual slavery, 
organized rape, floggings and 
systematic executions.

 According to reporting 
from AlJazeera News, early 
in morning on October 27, 
eight US choppers 
surrounded a house they 
suspected that al-Baghdadi 

was staying at. After being 
surrounded and afraid of 
getting caught, he detonated 
the suicide vest he was 
wearing, destroying the site 
completely, and it is said that 
his two wives detonated 
vests, as well. 

He was one of the 
most wanted criminals in the 
world and the United States 
of America offered a 
financial reward for whoever 
had information about him 
and his whereabouts.

Who Was Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi?
By: Veronica Rahme 
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While 
working at 
Raytheon, Perry 
returned to school, 
earning a Masters 
in Business 
Administration 
with a 
concentration in 
accounting from 
Southern New 
Hampshire 
University. 
According to 

Perry, his, 
?background personally, 

professionally and educationally 
have prepared me to lead this 
wonderful city.?

Methuen is struggling with 
a budget that resulted in past 
layoffs of teachers and an increase 
in pay to the captains of the police 
department. ?I ran to restore 
public confidence in our city 
government,? Neil Perry said. ?I 
think the most important thing 
needed for the success of our city 
is trust and transparency in our 
city government.?

 Neil Perry plans to leave 
Raytheon before the end of the 
year. ?Being mayor is absolutely a 
full-time job. I actually think it?s 

more like a 24/7 job, where I?ll be 
available at any point in the day to 
respond to any emergencies or 
issues that arise.? 

He has already begun and 
intends to continue a monthly 
mayor?s podcast to communicate 
with citizens. He also plans to 
establish a good working 
relationship with the city council, 
focusing on communication. He 
has also begun meeting with 
leaders in each department, 
including police Chief Solomon.

Mr. Perry grew up in 
Methuen and also raised his four 
kids here. 

Methuen Welcomes a New Mayor
by Allison Kelly

As the seniors enter their final 
year in high school, one of the most 
confusing and hectic processes that they 
will have to face before entering the real 
world is applying to college.

While, at first, college 
applications may seem like a daunting 
task, the process itself can be split into 
more easily managed steps.

The college application process 
itself begins during summer break, 
before senior year has started. At this 
point in time, soon-to-be seniors should 
begin trying to get an idea of what 
schools they would like to apply to and 
take the opportunity to visit them. 
Researching schools is great, but also 
visiting the schools one might want to 
apply to will, typically, give you a better 
idea of what to expect from it. 

Once senior year finally does 
begin, the bulk of the college 
application preparation takes place. 
When school starts, new seniors should 
begin to consider their college essay. 
Depending on how many schools that 
someone may be applying to, seniors 
may also need to write multiple essays 
on a variety of topics. 

Seniors should also consider 
taking the SAT and ACT for their 
college applications when they are 
available. Typically, the SAT is favored 
by students who have a good 
vocabulary and are confident in their 
writing skills. The ACT is found to be 
easier for students who have better 

analytic skills and are more science 
oriented.

After September, the actual 
sending out of college applications 
takes place. From October to December, 
seniors should complete the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA), ask for letters of 
recommendation for colleges (earlier is 
better with these), and send the actual 
applications themselves. Most college 
application deadlines are set during 
these three months. 

After completing everything that 
was mentioned, all that is left to do is 
wait. In February, some who apply to 
certain colleges may have to attend 
interviews, but a majority of students 
will wait until March to hear anything 
from colleges. 

In March and April, schools will 
begin replying to student applications. 
At this time, students should be 
comparing schools to see which one is 
the best fit for them and reviewing 
available financial aid.

After completing these several 
steps, all that is left to do is finish up 
senior year and excitedly await 
graduation.

Understanding College Applications
by Jeffrey Pham
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College applications require multiple forms be filled 
out
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The college application process is broken down into 
multiple stages, with lots of waiting in between

New Methuen Mayor  Neil Perry
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 This year, the students at 

MHS were especially excited 

for Pep Rally, volunteering 

themselves to take part in 

competitions between the 

four grades like tug of war, 

the turkey toss, half court 

shot, the potato sack race, 

and the hula hoop relay

By the end of Pep Rally, 

the staff had placed in last, 

with the juniors placing 

third, the sophomores 

placing second and the 

seniors with the top score. 

Alongside the 

competitions, there 

were performances 

made by a dance crew, 

and MHS? very own 

cheer team.

Highlights from the Pep Rally
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             School lunch at Methuen High School is a 
contentious debate among students of all grades. I sat down 
with all three sides of the issue: an associate principal, a 
teacher, and a student. They all had many views to offer.

First I asked Geometry teacher, Mr. Beit-aharon. Mr. 
Beit-aharon is a new teacher at MHS, but entering his tenth 
year as a full time teacher. He also happens to be a 
vegetarian, and does eat school lunch on a daily basis.

      ?School lunch is acceptable,? he said. ?The only 
vegetarian options they have are pizza and salad.? After I 
asked him about vegan options, he said, ?There?s no vegan 
options unless you get the small salad and no dressing.? 

He did have a good point since I myself am a 
vegetarian, and would like to see some more representation 
for vegan and vegetarian students alike.

According to the Director of School Nutrition 
Services, Robert Frati, currently the vegetarian option at 
school lunch is the pizza, and the vegan option is the 
pre-made salad. However, Mr. Frati said he is actively, 
"looking at expanding vegetarian and vegan options" at MHS 
in the near future. 

      The sophomore associate principal, Ms. Hornby, had 
some similar opinions but also added important points. ?I 
think there?s a lot of options for kids everyday. I am always 
amazed that the lunch [staff] can serve over 1,500 people in a 
day. It?s amazing, with quality food and nice options.? 

I then asked about more vegan options for students. ?I am not a vegan,? Ms. Hornby said, ?but I think we should be 
more inclusive of people?s eating practices.?

      Something that differentiates Methuen High is its diversity. So I asked Ms. Hornby if once a week, the staff could 
serve cultural food. ?I love that idea, I think it would be awesome. There is such an amazing diverse community here. 

Food is a great way to get connected to people. I 
think if we share cultural foods together, that would 
be wonderful.? 

With staff and administration covered, let?s hear a 
students opinion. Anthony Smurden, a junior, has a 
different view than teachers. ?It?s bad,? he said. ?It 
just isn?t the best food.? But what does he think about 
cultural food? ?We sort of have that [already]. What 
else can we have? Sushi day would be cool.? 

     There definitely needs to be more diversity in 
food, as the school is very diverse. In my opinion, I 
think we should have one day a week dedicated to a 
different cultural food. It would allow for students to 
be more connected and explore different options and 
broaden their palate. 

 Views On School Lunch
By: Chris Lannan

Opinion
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In 1993, the world was first 
introduced to The Nightmare 
Before Christmas. 
The Nightmare Before 
Christmas is a stop-motion 
animated film, directed by 
Henry Selick and produced by 
Tim Burton, that follows Jack 
Skellington, the King of 
Halloween Town and his 
discovery of Christmas. 
Through a blend of fantastical 
and dark visuals, innovative 
and stunning animation, and an 
interesting premise: The 
Nightmare Before Christmas 
was an unexpected success 
both financially and critically.

 The Nightmare Before 
Christmas has also sparked a 
26 year debate on what kind of 
movie it really is. While all 
agree that the film has a blend 
of both Halloween and 
Christmas aspects, one side 
claims it is a Halloween movie 
and the other side claims it is 
more of a Christmas movie. It 
is only recently that this 
argument has been deemed to 
be settled. 

 A number of people 
believe that The Nightmare Before Christmas 
is a Halloween movie. One such person is 
Brian Tran, a junior at MHS, who said,?It?s 
more about Halloween because it's more 
Halloween themed?  [There are] more 
horror themes.? The main argument for the 
movie being a Halloween movie is that it 

features many more Halloween themes than 
Christmas ones, such as the abundant usage 
of pumpkins and monsters.

 Those saying that The Nightmare 
Before Christmas is a Christmas movie also 
pull from different aspects of the movie. ?I 
mean, it's called The Nightmare Before 

Christmas. I guess it's a mix of both?  I 
think it leans more towards a Christmas 
movie,? said Hana Youssef, a senior. 
Similarly, Cole Wilkinson, a junior, said, ?I 
mean, the name of it is literally The 
Nightmare Before Christmas and midway 
doesn't he go to a Christmas type place?... So 
that's why I think it's more of a Christmas 
movie.? The reasoning for it being a 
Christmas movie mainly focuses on the 
overall setting and plot of the movie itself 
rather than the themes it uses.

It seemed as though there would be 
no end to this debate. However, Danny 
Elfman, the films composer and the voice of 
Jack Skellington, finally put an end to this 
argument once and for all during an 
interview with USA Today during October 
of this year when he said, ?It's obviously 
about Christmas, but for me, it's a Halloween 
movie. Growing up, Halloween was my 
favorite night of the year and Christmas was 
a troublesome time." Halloween was a very 
special holiday to him as a child, as opposed 
to Christmas which was seen more as a 
holiday for adults. This clashes with the fact 
that the film was released around Halloween 
time, which would seem to indicate that the 
makers of The Nightmare Before Christmas 
intended it to be for Halloween. Mr. 
Elfman?s quote, however, seems to indicate 
that the makers of The Nightmare Before 
Christmas did not intend it to only fit into 
one holiday.

 Regardless of what holiday you 
believe The Nightmare Before Christmas 
belongs to, surely everyone can agree that 
this Tim Burton classic is appropriate to be 
enjoyed any time of the year. 

YouTubers planting 20 million trees? 
Sounds unbelievable-right? Well you?d be 
surprised that the two YouTubers, MrBeast 
and Mark Rober, have joined forces with 
Arbor Day Foundation to do just that. Their 
plan is to plant 20 million trees around the 
world by January 1st, 2020. For every $1 
donated, one tree will be planted.

This project started October 25th, 
2019 when MrBeast posted a YouTube 
video of himself and a few friends standing 
in a field teaching the viewers step by step 
on how to plant a tree. At the end of his 
instructions he tells his viewers to ?repeat a 
total of 20 million times.? The video 
continues with MrBeast and his friends 
planting as many trees as they could, but it 
of course was nowhere near 20 million. The 
next day, after calling fans to help, hundreds 
of people showed up to plant some trees. 
Again sadly, they did not reach 20 million 
trees.

 In order to reach his goal MrBeast 
joined forces with Arbor Day Foundation, 
the largest non-profit, tree-planting 
organization. By creating a fundraiser, they 
created TeamTrees, a platform that ensures 
that for every $1 raised by the public, 1 tree 
will be planted. According to the website, 

all donations are going directly to the 
Arbor Day Foundation.

 MrBeast made a powerful 
statement at the end of his video 
saying, ?Recently, lots of not-so-great 
things have been happening to forests 
and people just keep making fun of 
our generation for retweet activism 
and not actually doing something.? So 
this is the time to do something.

 So far a lot of big names have 
donated to the foundation, like Elon 
Musk who donated $1 million, and 
Jeffree Star who donated $50,000.

The website also has a store 
with a sweatshirt for $50 and a shirt for $25 
that both read ?TeamTrees?. The proceeds 
go to the foundation.

As of January 22, 21,626,376 trees 
have been planted.

So if you haven?t yet, go donate at 
least $1 to help TeamTrees continue to 
surpass their goal.

Opinion

Team Trees By: Johnna Padvaiskas 

Bing Photos TeamTrees 
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Where Does The Nightmare Before Christmas Belong?
By: Jeffrey Pham 
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 Are the AirPods Pro Worth I t?  

By: Salma Boulal

  Apple?s newest invention, AirPods, has taken the world by storm. These 
sleek, wireless Bluetooth earbuds are a big hit in the United States and around the 
world, with Bloomberg news reporting nearly 60 million were sold in 2019. Many 
say that AirPods are extremely convenient and can be used while working, running, 
and much more. But recently Apple decided to step up their game and release the 
AirPods Pro on October 30, 2019. These $249 earbuds are an upgrade from the 
regular AirPods with active noise cancellation, transparency mode, and silicone tips. 
The earbuds are also sweat and water resistant so you can do your favorite workouts 
with no problems. The earbuds were even transformed into a meme as they were 
compared to the Pokémon Bellsprout because of their odd shape. The real question 
with the AirPods Pro is are they really worth it?

 Many people have different opinions about the AirPods Pro when it comes to what 
they do and their cost. Klea Pocoli, a freshman, says,? I feel that AirPods Pro are 
unnecessary. Things like these always seem cool and appealing, but the first 
AirPods were good enough. At this point it?s a waste of money.? Some agree with 
this answer. Anish writes a review on Amazon that states, ?Looks like a knockoff. 
The touch functionality doesn?t work at all and the box didn?t even come with a wall adapter and I 
paid almost $300 for this?? Although there are negative opinions on the AirPods Pro, there are an overwhelming amount of positive 
reviews, giving the AirPods a 4.3 out of 5 stars on Amazon.com. Michael V. on Amazon gave the AirPods Pro 5 stars. He says, ?These 
are hands down better than the OG AirPods. The fit, the sound quality and the bass on these bad boys are no joke. Apple nailed ANC 
and transparency mode on these as well. If you?re thinking about upgrading I definitely recommend it.?

 With all the mixed reviews out there, it?s hard to tell whether the AirPods Pro 
are worth it or not. The bottom line is it all comes to preference. The interchangeable 
silicone tips are great for some but not for others. Also, lots of reviews mention how 
the sound quality of the earbuds are the same as that of cheaper earbuds. One of the 
most controversial aspects of the AirPods Pro is the price. In my honest opinion, 
$249 for some earbuds is way too much and the original AirPods are better for those 
on a budget. All in all, the AirPods Pro may be appealing but after assessing all of its 
components, these earbuds don?t live up to their high standards.

Opinion

    

Have you been on social media recently? If so, you?ve 
probably seen seniors across the country posting videos of them 
painting their parking spots. Many of these videos have gone viral 
and therefore even more schools are hoping on the trend. Our 
school however does not do this. Although we pay and are 
supplied with many parking spots, those spots are not necessarily 
ours to keep. Every year people who are eligible, pay for parking 
spots but they?re not allowed to do anything to them. 

     Many students have seen these videos and have been inspired 
to want to paint their own. According to the Choctawhatchee High 
School, in Fort Walton Beach, Florida, students pay $50 for a 
parking permit and ability to paint their spots. This does not 
include supplies such as paints and brushes. We believe that 
instead of seniors paying $100 for a parking permit like everyone 
else, they should only have to pay $50 and then spend as much 
money as they would like gathering supplies to paint and decorate 
their assigned parking spot. 

High schools allowing painted spots have a day in the 
summer dedicated to the seniors painting their parking spot. This 

gives a day for the senior class to bond before 
the first day of school while showcasing their 

different interests. Students have to follow a set of guidelines of 
what can be painted, such as no vulgar language, no double 
meanings and no words or pictures that wouldn?t be allowed on 
school property. After conducting an informal survey of  many of 
our MHS classmates, we were given a very positive response 
back. Most students thought it was a great idea and really wanted 
it to be put in to action soon. 

Painting the Parking Spots
 By: Allison Kelly and Alexsa Carmona
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Disney just made bringing 
back old memories and having a 
good time while enjoying TV 
easier with Disney Plus.

Disney Plus is an ad-free 
watching service that is in high 
demand. with this service, 
subscribers are able to watch 
thousands of Disney movies and 
series with unlimited downloads. 
Subscribers can even access other 
Disney properties, such as Pixar, 
Star Wars, National Geographic 
and 20th Century Fox.

On top of all these options, 
the cost is lower than most 
streaming competitors. Disney Plus 
can be purchased for $6.99/per 
month or $69.99/per year(which is 
$5.83/per month). They offered a 
new deal for Cyber Monday and 
the holiday season, which gave you 
the year deal for $10 cheaper, at 
$59.99/year. There is even a 
bundled package that includes 
Hulu and ESPN for $12.99/per 
month. They also offer a seven day 
free trial for anyone who isn?t sure 
if they would like to commit to the 
streaming.

Disney Plus launched on 

November 12th, 2019 and had over 
10 million users the very next day.

Disney Plus streams many 
popular movies such as classics 
like the Star Wars series, The 
Parent Trap, The Jungle Book, 
Home Alone, Bambi, Pirates of the 
Caribbean, High School Musical 
and a bunch more.

Along with these, many of your 
favorite old and new shows are 
available, such as The Simpsons, 
Phineas and Ferb, Mickey Mouse 
Clubhouse, Kim Possible, Handy 
Manny, Raven's Home and so 
many more.

Disney Plus is entering a 
fierce competitive market of other 
streaming services, but has seen 
some early success. Netflix, which 
has dominated the market, has 
been losing users due to the 
popularity of Disney Plus.

In an article written by 
Curtis Silver, of Forbes.com, he 
conducted interviews to find out 
exactly how many people are 
switching their streaming service. 
Silver interviewed 300 people and 
84% of them had a subscription to 
Netflix. All the others were 
subscribed to either Amazon Prime 
or Hulu. Although committed to 
Netflix, when introduced to the 

idea 
of 

Disney Plus, ?66% would consider 
unsubscribing[from their current 
streaming service]...? and ?55% 
would be interested in adding more 
streaming services to their content 
option library,? wrote Silver.

Although Netflix, Hulu and 
Disney Plus share the same intent, 
to provide entertainment, they 
provide many different programs.

There are many great  early 
reviews for Disney Plus. It was 
described as a ?must have? and 
?well worth the $7 per month,? by 

by 

CNET.com.

The one piece of criticism 
is that Disney Plus crashed not 
long after launching due to the 
tremendous amount of people who 
rushed to join. The crashing and 
glitches were resolved within a few 
days. 
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Disney Plus
By: Alexsa Carreiro

Images Courtesy of Bing

Join the Blue & 
White Team Today!

Calling All 
Reporters!

The Blue & White is 
always looking for new 
students to help with 
writing, photography, 
editing, and design. 

Stop by room 1051 
after school on 

Wednesdays for more 
info!  
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Winter Fashion: The Latest Trends
By Arianna Gangi

For all of our fashion invested readers, this article lists and describes the different trends that have 
been floated around the winter months so far this year. From dramatic colors, to hangover clothes, 

these styles are rocking and rolling throughout the holiday season. This list will not only help you keep 
up to date with all the newest trends, but make it easy and affordable as well for high school students 

alike. 

1. Neon Turtlenecks. Speaking of dramatic color, turtle necks and neon colors are making a 
comeback in 2019. Runways of various Fashion Weeks, such as Paris Fashion Week,  have been 

popping out with these fun and interesting styles, each color ranging from sparkling yellows to dramatic 
pinks and greens. These turtlenecks are not only convenient for the holiday chills, but go very well 

when accompanied with a large jacket or trench coat. This top is the perfect fit to keep yourself warm 
yet up to date with all of the new setting trends.

2. Chain Necklaces. A new and exciting trend has started up a storm over social media platforms. 
Chain necklaces, bracelets, and belts have been rising in the past few weeks. This trend has especially 

been targeted towards teenagers, sporting light colored jeans and dark t shirts, accessorizing their 
chains with locks and hearts. It?s a grunge, 90?s punk throwback, which is refreshing to see after being in 

the dark for so long. 

3. Puffy Headbands. This lovely 80?s look is making a major comeback this year, and people 
couldn't be happier. These fun and decorative headbands give hair the classic vintage look, 

coming in various colors, styles, and material for any occasion. These headbands can go with any 
outfit, as long as you match your colors right. 

4. Snakeskin. Once very popular among the vast majority of Hollywood, Snakeskin, 
specifically snakeskin boots, is making yet another swing back into trendsetters? view. 

Many stores worldwide are making fake, yet realistic-looking snakeskin products. These 
handbags, shoes, and purses give any old outfit a more chic and intriguing look. It?s 

definitely worth a buy for it?s boldness.

5. Buckle Bags, Mini Purses. The most confident and affordable fashion on the list, these 
accessories are taking stores with storm with varying shapes, sizes, colors, and materials. These 

specialized handbags can be affordable to those who wish to purchase. The thousands and 
thousands of different types give any outfit the ?finishing touch? it needs. Good not only for its 
fashion sense, it?s also very useful. Each bag is easy to carry and light. The straps are easily 

adjustable to your liking, either suiting around the arm, hand held, or over the shoulder.  
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